
Northern Innovators
The State Committee for Research honors Alaska's

Dr. Matthew Sturm tackles life as an 

adventure as he pursues scienti�c answers 

to real world questions. He has traveled 

the arctic researching snow and in the 

process conjured up some true Alaskan 

ingenuity in order to perform top quality 

scienti�c investigations. Dr. Sturm is one 

of the world’s snow experts, having driven 

thousands of miles on a snowmachine 

for winter research missions that last 

for months. Sturm shared, “I �rst came 

to Alaska in 1972, aboard a U.S. Coast 

Guard Icebreaker and returned as lead 

quartermaster (navigation) aboard the 

USCGC Ironwood in 1974. It was home 

ported in Adak, AK. We managed all the 

buoys in western Alaska.”


